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1 9 5 0  J a g u a r  X K 1 2 0  R o a d s t e r

Phil Hill drove his own Jaguar XK120 to victory 

in the very first Pebble Beach Road Race



A Visual Celebration 

of the Original

Pebble Beach 

Road Races 

1950–1956
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The winning cars of that legendary era were brought together 

for the first time in history and showcased at the 

Pebble Beach Concours d'Elegance and the 

Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion at 

WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca.

The automotive community honored the 
70th Anniversary of the first running of 
these road races during Monterey Car Week
August 12–15, 2021.
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Pebble Beach Road Races 
70th Anniversary Display

GentryDesign  in associat ion with the Del Monte Trophy Race Group  and Total 

Expo  created and produced the backdrop display that showcased this event.

The production was sponsored by Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance  and 

WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca for the Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion.
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A legendary car race roared through the 

forests of Monterey in 1950, the first of 

many that spawned the granddaddy of 

motorsports events

It was the beginning of an era that created so many drivers 

and innovators who influenced the American racing scene in 

the following decades. For the 70th Anniversary the winning 

cars of those original races were invited to show at the 

Concours d’Elegance. For those who are counting, the 

official date of 2020 was canceled, but was fortunately 

revived when conditions became more favorable.

For many attending who were not aware of this background,  

we had the opportunity to lay out a condensed narrative as 

well as to showcase the cars. 

Sports car racing in the early days was largely a casual affair. 

In the postwar-era drivers were buying a new kind of car 

from Europe designed for the twists and turns of the Old 

World roads. These cars were being manufactured for the 

American market and the drivers were thrilled with this form 

of driving. Owners organized events on whatever roads 

were available. The Hod Rod culture jumped in thinking 

they could take on the big boys. The game was on and the 

rest is history.

The Story

The Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance
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P E B B L E  B E A C H  R O A D  R A C E S 
C E L E B R AT I O N  7 0  –  W I N N E R ’ S  C I R C L E
The Winning Cars of the Pebble Beach Road Races 1950–1956	   
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P a n e l  1

1950 – Jaguar XK120 Roadster		  Driver - Phil Hill

1951 – Allard J2				    Bill Pollack

1952 – Allard J2				    Bill Pollack

1953 – Ferrari 250 MM Vignale Spyder	 Phil Hill

1954 – Ferrari 340 MM Vignale Spyder	 Sterling Edwards

1955 – Ferrari 750 Monza Scaglietti Spyder	 Phil Hill

1956 – Ferrari 750 Monza Scaglietti Spyder	 Carroll Shelby
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Landmark road races roared through the forest of 
Pebble Beach beginning Sunday, November 5, 1950. 

They were held no more than a stone's throw from the golf 
links and Lodge where the day before the first Pebble Beach 
Concours d’Elegance was held.

THE HAZE LIFTING - The morning chill giving way to the warmth of the day. The sun breaking 
through the branches of the redwood trees dripping from the fog.

The roads winding through the legendary Pebble Beach forest were still wet, but beginning to dry 
under the rays crossing the pavement. Only a few moments to enjoy the silence before a distant 
growl breaks the stillness, growing to a roar of motion and color and ferocity.

Small but powerful shapes hurtle through the mists. Barely gripping the gravel and asphalt 
roadway, men and their exotic machines careen by in close order. The first lap of the first race, 
and a new era in motorsports announces its arrival.
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T R A I L  B L A Z I N G  R O A D  R A C E S    1 9 5 0 – 1 9 5 6

P a n e l  2

I N  T H E  B E G I N N I N G
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Separating the main panels are photos from 

the forests of pebble beach that immerse the 

viewer in the experience of race day.
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SPORTS CAR RACING IN CALIFORNIA

It was the debut of the Pebble Beach Road Races in 1950. 

It was a time of postwar energy and optimism. A new breed of sports car, compact and nimble, was being 

manufactured and exported from Europe and the young men in America were lured to the thrill of the Game.

A rich new era of American sports car racing arose in the early 1950s as the exotic new sports cars arriving from 

England and Europe coincided with the innovative hot rod movement that was taking off in California.

Races run on rural roads, city parks, and airfields attracted an extraordinary collection of talented builders and 

drivers who went on to become influential figures in automotive history.

Those first Road Races gave birth to the event that has become the premier automotive gathering, 

the Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance, and ultimately the events that surround it.
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A NEW GAME
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THOROUGHBREDS OF THE RACING WORLD

In England and Europe a rich tradition of motorsports 
road racing had existed since the early 1900s.

Regular competitions tested men and machines. But the countries had gone to war and all of the 

industrial effort went to producing weapons. In the early years after, as the factories returned to 

civilian production, a few created a new generation of sleek sports cars targeting the US market. 

These Jaguars, MGs, Allards, and soon after Ferraris, Porsches and Gullwing Mercedes were the 

exotic new sports cars that brought European-style road racing to California.
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THE ARISTOCRATS
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LOVABLE MUTTS AND JUNKYARD DOGS

California and the West Coast gave this new form 
of motorsports a unique twist

The local boys thought they could take on the aristocrats with machines they built in their home 

garages. The hot rod culture then was stripping down and modifying American iron to run full bore 

in a straight line. For this contest they applied their talents to compete on the twists and turns of 

the road racing circuit.

Many were built from the ground up, starting as a chalk outline on the garage floor. Some were 

salvaged from wrecks, modified with hot rod speed equipment that builders felt would give them a 

competitive edge–Ford flathead V8s, truck engines, aircraft parts, even a grille made from a refrig-

erator rack.
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THE SPECIALS
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HEROES OF THE SPORT AND THEIR WIDESPREAD INFLUENCE

The participants in these early races, the manufacturers and drivers, 
went on to weave a rich tapestry in the history of motorsports

The California story takes off on multiple tangents. 

Phil Hill, who won at Pebble Beach in ‘50, ‘53, and ‘55 went on to attain a dominant position in 

worldwide racing, becoming the first American-born driver to win the Formula One World 

Drivers’ Championship. He topped that by scoring three wins at each of the 24 Hours of Le Mans 

and the 12 Hours of Sebring.

Frank Kurtis modified his Indianapolis 500-winning roadster design to create one of the earliest US 

production sports cars. Most of these 500S models were successfully used for road racing. Wealthy 

scion Lance Reventlow assembled an extraordinary group of Southern California mechanists and 

fabricators to build the iconic Scarab sports racer. These early engineering professionals had come 

from oval track builders like Kurtis, or from hot rod backgrounds. They migrated to the Shelby sta-

ble to establish their championship racing program. Others went to Jim Hall for the Chaparrals and 

to Dan Gurney for the AAR Eagles.

P a n e l  6

THE LEGACY
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THE LEGACY
Carroll Shelby painted the 
scene with a broad brush, 
winning the last race at 
Pebble Beach in 1956. 
Aside from creating the 
legendary Cobra he 
dominated the 24 Hours of 
Le Mans, first as a driver in 
1959 then as Ford’s racing 
guru developing the GT40.

As the cars became faster and more 

powerful, community leaders built the Laguna 

Seca Raceway—now the WeatherTech Raceway 

Laguna Seca—in the hills outside of Monterey 

and moved racing events there. Purpose-built 

tracks like that became the order of the day 

around the nation and replaced the ad hoc 

locations of the 1950s.

WEATHERTECH RACEWAY
LAGUNA SECA
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The Del Monte Trophy Race Group is dedicated 
to advancing the legacy of the early days of 
sports car racing. 

DMTRG’s members’ cars actively race at Historic Race 

Events in the class: “1947–1955 Sports Racing and GT.” 

Many of them competed in the original Pebble Beach Road 

Races from 1950 –1956.

The group can be fol lowed at

www.DMTRG.com

or Facebook at

https://www.facebook.com/MontereySportsCarRoadRacers

GentryDesign collaborated with DMTRG in the illustration 

and design of the featured information supergraphics. 

David Gentry attends motorsports events drawing energy 

from the cars, personalities, noise, and fumes on location 

that inspire his portraits and projects showcasing the 

vintage racing scene.

www.machinemadness.biz
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CALIFORNIA
ROAD
RACERS

GentryDesign and the Del Monte Trophy 

Race Group are developing multimedia 

projects that celebrate California  Road 

Racers of the 1950s.

The Pebble Beach Display is an example of a modular exhibit 

that can be tailored to a specific event or venue. Addition 

components are museum installations, gallery exhibits, 

commemorative books, graphic memorablilia, and an online 

compilation of drivers’ and fans’ memories and stories.
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G e n t r y D e s i g n
	 w w w . m a c h i n e m a d n e s s . b i z
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1 9 5 2  S t r e e t s  M a n n i n g  S p e c i a l

D e l  M o n t e  T r o p h y  R a c e  G r o u p
R o b  M a n s o n

M a r c u s  B i c k n e l l

www.dmtrg.com

831-601-0645

T o t a l E x p o
J o n  L e C a r n e r

G e n t r y D e s i g n
D a v i d  G e n t r y

w w w . m a c h i n e m a d n e s s . b i z

d a v i d @ g e n t r y d e s i g n . c o m
4 1 5 - 6 4 0 - 0 9 1 7
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